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WEATHER CROP 

 
 
 Week ending August 10, 2008 
 
 

WARM, DRIER CONDITIONS FOR MOST 
 
 
WEATHER SUMMARY:  High temperatures for last week were in the 90s.  Nighttime lows were in the 60s and low 70s.  Major cities 
averaged temperatures that were normal to 3 degrees above normal.  Most of the State saw less than an inch of rain last week, 
especially in the Panhandle and Big Bend regions.  Some areas in the central and southern Peninsulas received substantial rainfall 
though.  Kenansville, Ona, and Homestead acquired 2.7, 3.2, and 4.6 inches, respectively. 
 
 
FIELD CROPS:  Peanut pegging was 98 percent completed, compared to 89 percent last year.  Peanut condition was rated 43% fair, 
43% good, and 14% excellent.  Hay baling picked up in Marion County.  Soil moisture in the Panhandle was reported as short in most 
areas; however, the few areas that received rain reported good soil moisture.  Growers used irrigation when available and hoped for 
more rain in upcoming weeks.  Santa Rosa County reported stress on cotton due to dry conditions.  Soil moisture was adequate for 
central and southern locations. 
 
 

Peanut Progress – Week Ending August 10, 2008 
Stage 2008 2007 5-yr Average 

 Percent 
Pegged 98 89 97 

 
 

Topsoil Subsoil Moisture 
Rating This 

week 
Last 
week 

Last 
year 

This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
Year 

 Percent 
Very short 4 1 4 4 4 11 
Short 15 5 35 15 21 39 
Adequate 71 85 58 78 73 48 
Surplus 10 9 2 3 2 2 

 
 
VEGETABLES:  Most vegetable growers were finished with harvesting.  However, some producers marketed avocadoes and okra last 
week.  In the southern Peninsula, land preparations for fall vegetables were increasing.  In Polk County, summer cover crops were 
being incorporated into fields for fall cabbage and broccoli planting. 
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LIVESTOCK AND PASTURES:  Drought in the southwest reduced the State’s pasture condition.  In the Panhandle and northern 
areas, pasture was in fair to excellent condition.  Soil moisture conditions were good, helped by rain at favorable intervals.  In the 
central areas, pasture and cattle conditons were mostly good, but ranged from poor to excellent.  In the southwest, pasture condition 
was mostly good, but ranged from very poor to excellent.  The cattle condition ranged from very poor to excelllent.  Statewide, the 
cattle condition was very poor to excellent with most in good condition. 
 
 

Cattle Pasture 
Condition This 

week 
Last 
week 

This 
week 

Last 
week 

 Percent 
Very poor 1 0 1 0 
Poor 4 0 4 0 
Fair 25 25 25 20 
Good 60 65 60 65 
Excellent 10 10 10 15 

 
 
CITRUS:  The heaviest rainfall amounts this past week were received on the East Coast.  Ft. Pierce had over four inches for the 
second week in a row.  Ona, located in the southern citrus area, had over three inches.  Other monitored citrus producing areas had an 
inch or less.  Daily high temperatures were into the lower 90s early in the week, cooling off slightly by the weekend.  Grove activity 
included aerial and ground spraying, primarily for psyllid control.  Other activity included mowing, irrigating, and fertilizing.  Where 
caretakers were spending sufficient time maintaining groves, the crop was progressing well.  Orange sizes were as large as baseballs; 
grapefruit are typically larger.  Some color break has been observed inside grapefruit in younger groves.  Overall, conditions were 
good in well managed groves and the outlook was good for the next season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We encourage all subscribers of this report to consider receiving it by e-mail.  To do so, log onto: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Florida/Subscribe_to_FL_Reports/index.asp. Select Florida Crop-Weather. Enter your first and 
last name.  Enter your Email address.  Click on Subscribe.  The report will be sent automatically each week, or you may call us at 800/344-6277 and 
we will enter the subscription for you.  The precipitation and temperature data used in this report originates from the Florida Automated Weather 
Network (FAWN).  Data for individual reporting stations is available at http://fawn.ifas.ufl.edu maintained by UF/IFAS Information Technologies. 


